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Friday, April 17, 2026

Friday Morn 0-750 Pairs (One-Session) 9:00 am

Friday Morn Open Pairs (One-Session) 9:00 am
Friday Aft 0-750 Pairs (One-Session) 1:30 pm

Friday Aft Open Pairs (One-Session) 1:30 pm

Saturday, April 18, 2026

Saturday Morn 0-750 Pairs (One-Session) 9:00 am

Saturday Morn Open Pairs (One-Session) 9:00 am
Saturday Aft 0-750 Pairs (One-Session) 1:30 pm

Saturday Aft Open Pairs (One-Session) 1:30 pm

Sunday, April 19, 2026
Sunday Bracketed Teams (Double Session) 9:00 am & TBA

Click Here for the Tournament Flyer

Stay with us to the end of this newsletter—your shot at a free April game is waiting for you there.

Duplicating Team Boards
for Tournaments

Several players asked why we didn’t duplicate
team boards for our February tournament. The
short answer: we tried it in 2025 and found it isn’t a
good fit for multi-day tournaments.

Here’s what our 2025 experience showed us:

The Unit does not own enough boards to duplicate for three days of teams, and buying, storing,
and hauling more sets isn’t realistic for a volunteer‑run Unit.
Pre‑duplicated boards lock directors into fixed bracket sizes, which means less flexibility and
less fairness when the natural MP breaks do1’t match the pre‑set board groups.
The operational load is significant. Managing duplicated boards across multiple days adds stress
without adding value.
And looking ahead to April: duplicating boards would require much more space between
tables when players are playing the same boards at the same time—space our venue simply
doesn’t have.

Duplicated boards work well for small, single‑day team events, but they don’t scale to multi‑day
tournaments. Hand‑dealt boards remain the fairest, most flexible, and smoothest option for our events.

Play the Game You Love to End ALZ™

ACBL has retired The Longest Day and moved to a year‑round format:
Do What You Love to End ALZ™. This flexibility allows each club to
choose the date that works best for its players.

When Bridge Players Show Interest, These Events Grow
Clubs decide when and how to run their Alzheimer’s charity games, and
many players aren’t yet aware of the new year‑round structure. A simple
question— “When will our club hold its Play the Game You Love to End ALZ™ event?”—can
help clubs gauge interest and plan a day that works for their community.

If a club manager or director would like help, players can support the event by:

https://web2.acbl.org/Tournaments/Ads/2026/04/2604310.pdf


Sharing flyers or announcements
Helping spread the word
Assisting with registration steps
Adding fun touches that build excitement

These small contributions, offered only when the club welcomes them, help create a warm,
successful day for everyone.

Doubling the Impact
When a club runs an ACBL Do What You Love to End ALZ™ charity game, Unit 354 will
match the club’s Alzheimer’s fundraising—up to $500—doubling our support for the Alzheimer’s
Association and its mission to advance research and support families living with dementia.

Get Involved
If you’d like to learn more about how these events work—or if your club is planning one and
could use a little help—contact Pat Linville at plinville@cox.net. Pat is coordinating the Unit’s
Alzheimer’s efforts and is happy to support clubs and players.

Your interest and enthusiasm make a real difference. Let’s show what Unit 354 can do when we
play the game we love for a cause that matters.

2025 ACBL UNIT 354 RACE WINNERS
Each year, the ACBL recognizes excellence in three national masterpoint races:

Mini‑McKenney
Total masterpoints earned across all ACBL‑sanctioned events — including face‑to‑face club
games, virtual club games, sectionals, regionals, and NABCs. Excludes online games that award
colorless masterpoints.

Helen Shanbrom Ace of Clubs
Masterpoints earned exclusively in face‑to‑face club games, excluding those won in STaCs.

Virtual Ace of Clubs
Masterpoints earned exclusively in ACBL‑sanctioned online Virtual Club games.

Standings are grouped into masterpoint brackets, so players compete with others at a similar
experience level.

2025 Mini-McKenney
Bracket Top Player Location Points

0-5 John Baga Sun City West AZ 54.14

5-20 Kathryn Griepp Phoenix AZ 59.17﻿

20-50 Dolores Goldman Scottsdale AZ 88.73

50-100 Eric Zeidman Phoenix AZ 120.38

100-200 Mark Huth Glendale AZ 162.01

200-300 Barbara Weir Scottsdale AZ 152.81

300-500 Ellen Nagel Scottsdale AZ 224.23

500-1000 Jeanne Gorman Scottsdale AZ 128.51

1000-1500 David Divine Scottsdale AZ 265.36

1500-2500 Anne West Scottsdale AZ 288.32

2500-3500 Kathy Bergman Goodyear AZ 210.19

3500-5000 Ken Batko Scottsdale AZ 206.40

5000-7500 Perry Van Hook Surprise AZ 447.32

7500-10,000 Vic Quiros Phoenix AZ 371.64

Over 10,000 Haig Tchamitch Paradise Valley AZ 491.20

2025 Ace of Clubs
Bracket Top Player Location Points

0-5 John Baga Sun City West AZ 39.52

5-20 Kathryn Griepp Phoenix AZ 45.95

20-50 Dolores Goldman Scottsdale AZ 70.24

50-100 Loren Jones Scottsdale AZ 68.96

mailto:plinville@cox.net


100-200 Mark Huth Glendale AZ 118.13

200-300 Barbara Weir Scottsdale AZ 114.43

300-500 John Atten Sun City West AZ 91.12

500-1000 Jeanne Gorman Scottsdale AZ 90.31

1000-1500 Paul Boorman Sun City West AZ 181.04

1500-2500 Mary Rehfeldt Scottsdale AZ 153.74

2500-3500 Jackie Langlois Surprise AZ 183.77

3500-5000 Ken Batko Scottsdale AZ 145.28

5000-7500 Richard Gitter Phoenix AZ 276.63

7500-10,000 Sarah Imig Sun City AZ 242.72

Over 10,000 Gary Roberts Sun City AZ 299.93

2025 Virtual Ace of Club﻿
Bracket Top Player Location Points

0-5 Traci Watkins Surprise AZ 1.18

5-20 Phillip Yoo Scottsdale AZ 8.07

20-50 Anne Milling Paradise Valley AZ 11.05

50-100 Roberta Donis Paradise Valley AZ 26.75

100-200 Pamela Peters Scottsdale AZ 34.04

200-300 Bing Bailey Phoenix AZ 26.43

300-500 Ellen Nagel Scottsdale AZ 110.59

500-1000 Greg Sorknes Scottsdale AZ 75.90

1000-1500 Sheryl Sheiner Scottsdale AZ 121.30

1500-2500 Cheryl Lurie Sun City AZ 68.77

2500-3500 Ben Dobson Scottsdale AZ 115.77

3500-5000 Wayne Kooiker Sun City AZ 8.05

5000-7500 Mark Litterman Scottsdale AZ 10.29

Congratulations to all — and thank you for helping keep our clubs vibrant and thriving.
You can view the full Unit 354 Mini‑McKenney standings here, Ace of Clubs here, and Virtual
Ace of Clubs here.

ACBL National Charitable Recognition Award

Honoring Unit 354’s 2026 Recipient: Patty Coates

We are proud to announce that Patty Coates has been selected to receive
the ACBL Charitable Recognition Award, one of the most meaningful
non‑bridge honors the ACBL bestows. This national award is selected each
year by District Presidents in conjunction with the ACBL National Regional
Director. Recipients are chosen for their exceptional service, leadership, and
commitment to charitable causes within their communities.

Patty will receive a congratulatory letter and recognition pin from ACBL
headquarters, and her name will be published in an upcoming issue of the
ACBL Bridge Bulletin.

District 17 also selected Jan Evans of Albuquerque.

About the Award

Each year, the ACBL honors up to two members
in every district with the Charitable Recognition
Award. It’s given to players whose volunteer
work truly makes a difference — people who
support their communities, raise funds, and
inspire others through service. It’s one of the
most meaningful non‑bridge awards the ACBL
gives because it celebrates the heart of our
bridge community: generosity, compassion, and
giving back.

Past District 17 Honorees
﻿
District 17’s previous recipients include club
managers, teachers, and volunteers who have
led major fundraising efforts, organized
community outreach programs, and
championed causes such as Alzheimer’s
research, youth bridge, hospice care, and local
social‑service organizations. While each
honoree’s story is unique, they all share a deep
commitment to using bridge as a platform for
good.

https://web2.acbl.org/as400/mpraces/unit/2025/mm354.htm
https://web2.acbl.org/as400/mpraces/unit/2025/ac354.htm
https://my.acbl.org/mpraces?year=2025&unit=354&race=VC


Local Recipient: Patty Coates

District 17 selected Patty Coates for her outstanding work supporting the Alzheimer’s Association
and for the energy, compassion, and creativity she brought to her club’s fundraising efforts. Patty’s
leadership, her willingness to try new approaches, and her ability to bring people together made a
meaningful impact — both within the bridge community and beyond it.

Patty’s Story (as written by Patty)

I am overwhelmed to receive such a prestigious honor as the recipient of the National Charity Award. I
love to serve so receiving such recognition is pretty special. I'm not sure why I was chosen but I
enjoyed my work with the Alzheimer's Association and was blessed with a hard‑working supportive
team from our bridge club. We tried different things to help the fundraising and event to be successful
including visiting many clubs and businesses ahead of time to ask for their support. At the bridge
games I shared stories about my experiences as a hospice nurse that I felt could be helpful and
informative in addition to the educational flyers that I shared. To culminate the event, we enjoyed a fun
party with the members of our bridge club.

Thank you again,
Patty Coates
Sun City West

UNIT 354 MEMBERS REACH BRIDGE MILESTONES
Dedication and play lead to new ranks - congratulations to our advancing members!

 
Sapphire Life Master (3500 MPs)
Glenda Chaison, Sun City West
Silas Wasserstrom, Scottsdale, AZ

Gold Life Master (2500 MPs)
Stephanie Haddy, Scottsdale, AZ

Ruby Life Master (1500 MPs)
Joanne Titow, Scottsdale

Silver Life Master (1000 MPs)
Donna North, Goodyear, AZ

Advanced NABC Masters (300 MPs)
Donna Wirt, Phoenix

NABC Masters (200 MPs)
John Kerrigan, Litchfield Park
Marilyn Kratter, Scottsdale

Regional Master (100 MPs)
David Bosserman, Scottsdale
Susan Buri, Scottsdale
Kathie Donovan, Mesa
Gene Flynn, Sun City
Dolores Goldman, Scottsdale

Regional Master (100 MPs)
Linda Hardy, Scottsdale
Louise Jacobson, Cave Creek
Ruthellen Keiser, Scottsdale

Sectional Master (50 MPs)
John Baga, Sun City West
Cay Cowie, Paradise Valley
Lawrence Michaelis, Phoenix
 
Club Master (20 MPs)
Willie Holmes, Goodyear
Char Hubble, Phoenix
Darlene Rachey, Buckeye
Theresa Romero, Paradise Valley
 
Junior Master (5 MPs)
Minoo Amirrezvani, Paradise Valley
Barbara Baker, Phoenix
Mary Bartlett, Phoenix
Barbars Carl, Sun City West
Salim Kimia, Phoenix
Gary Kolker, Scottsdale
Helen MacLean, Scottsdale
Thomas Suciu, Paradise Valley

Unit 354 Highlights: 2026 Unit 354 Annual Party
February 1, 2026





 

Unit 354 Highlights: Presidents' Day Tournament
February 13-15, 2026

Click Here for Gold Rush NLM Regional Results
Click Here for the Open Sectional Results

https://live.acbl.org/events/2602111
https://live.acbl.org/events/2602111
https://web2.acbl.org/tournaments/results/2026/02/2602309.htm


Thank you to everyone who helped make the 2026 Winter tournaments at the Fountain Hills
Community Center such a success!

This year’s combined event reached 301 tables — our strongest turnout in four years and a 7% increase
over 2025. The biggest single-year jump came in 2025, when table count rose 15% from the year before.
The new format — combining the NLM Regional (Gold Rush) with the Open Sectional — worked beautifully.
Gold Rush events drew three times the turnout of the old 0–299er sections, expanding NLM participation
without reducing Open attendance. Open fields held steady across all sessions, and Sunday’s Swiss
matched its historical peak.

2025 delivered the rebound. 2026 sustained it. Thanks for being part of it!



JumpStart Bridge Outreach in Arizona
February 10–11, 2026

Eight Arizona bridge club volunteers introduced the JumpStart Bridge (JSB) program at the
Arizona Association of Gifted Teachers Conference in Mesa, presenting to 88 teachers. Of those
attendees, 58 expressed strong interest in bringing bridge into their classrooms.

JumpStart Bridge is an independent nonprofit organization supported by the ACBL and generous
donors from bridge clubs nationwide. Studies show that students who play bridge—“The Best
Mind Sport”—demonstrate marked improvement in standardized test scores. The program
encourages teachers to learn and teach bridge alongside their students and provides a $350
stipend, classroom supplies, a structured curriculum, marketing materials, and ongoing
instructional support.

Experienced bridge players interested in mentoring participating classroom teachers may contact
Linda Thieken at lthieken@cox.net. Donations to support the program are also gratefully
accepted.



Special thanks to volunteers Tara and Mike Evans, Margi Reddin, Debbie Reichow, Marianne
Victor, and Mary Beth Volberding for making this outreach effort a success.

2026 Board of Directors Meeting Schedule Now Posted

The schedule for Unit 354’s 2026 Board of Directors meetings is now available on our website.

2026 Meeting Dates:
March 31
May 19
July 7
September 8
October 27
December 15

Unit members may join via Zoom by clicking the meeting date on our website.

﻿View the schedule here:
https://acblunit354.com/about/
(Once on the page, scroll down to “Unit 354 Board of Directors — 2026 Meeting Schedule”)

Thanks for sticking with us to the very end — here’s your bonus!﻿

Use the link below to enter our drawing. One Unit 354 member will win a free play
at the Unit 354 April Sectional at Bridge on Shea.

Board members are not eligible.

👉 CLICK HERE to enter the drawing

Have a milestone or upcoming event to share with Unit 354 members? CLICK HERE to submit
your request for possible inclusion in a future newsletter.
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